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Every E.A., before being passed to the degree of a T.UC.,
is asked '"What is Freemasonry?" his reply is based 'pon the
statement made 150 years ago by ##.Hemming who said thot
Speculative Masonry was a system veiled in allegory cuul
illustrated by synbols.

As regards those symbols, Brethren should he zarefil »ot
to overlook them where they are to be found, and they mus. be
equally careful not to find them where they o> not exis!, for
the Egyptians by introducing numerous myst:z1i<s w’'.e.'e vhere were
none/diefigured the simple purity of their early relagion. :

There  are many different concepti.us abou’, ¥reemasonry and
its real object. Some brethren think tlat it i1z explained in
the beautiful words of the ritual; Hthers rezuvd it simply as a
world-wide Brotherhood, perhaps tn. greatect orotherhood the.
world has ever known, whilst me'yy cchers. including the outside
world, believe that its main »urLose 1lc.es in its charities.

But however laudable these rounecptiony may be, none of them is
Freemasonry,even though tbe rre &.1l si3sociated with its main
purpose, foé the great ohiective "' "reemasonry is to provide
and impart spiritual kncwvledge. : :

This is the reaxcn why i: .s veiled in allegory and :
illustrated by synbol:, for . hg late Dr.Sayce, the distinguished
Professor of Assyri-logy ond one of those appointed by
Parliament for “he revisior of the 0ld Testament, has said in
one of his rvwvecus works that '"we can understand the spiritual
and the abstecet only “r the help of the material, and we cannot
convey thal understandirng to others, or even to ourselves,
without :-ecouwise Gr narables, synbols and allegory", and Dr,Sayce
was onlv vepeating what had been said 1,800 years ago by Clemens
Alexanlirimus in his "Stromata" when he wrote "All sacred truth
is sniolled in cnigmatical legends, fables and allegories."

Then klec¢o, the giant of all philosophers, has described
Ma.. as part angel and part beast; and said "If Man does not
sspire to the angel he will descend to the level of the beast",
and the fundamental purpose of Freemasonry is to.create an
aspiration to the angel and to guide a Brother safely through .
the intricate windings of this mortal life.

No finer tribute to Masonry has ever been paid than that
contained in the message of 5th November 1951 from our beloved
late P.G.M.King George VI, to the Earl of Scarbrough on the
eve of our present G,M's Installation, when His Majesty said:



"The world today does require spiritual and
moral regeneration. I have no doubt, after
many years as a member of our Order, that
‘Freemasonry can play a most - important part
in that vital need."

Consideration given to those words of our late Royal
Brother should create in each of us a desire to fathom the
depths, of the spiritual teaching of Masonry, but this will 1.0%
be achieved without some difficulty, and if investigaticn .s
confined to the words of the ritual only a partial explanation
of the teaching will be obtained. The ritual is iti.el{ in reny
respects allegorial, but it is supplemented by syr:olc and
underlying eag¢h synmbol there is embodied some profcind spiiitual
truth. 1In addition there are actions made duriiy; the cerenonies
and those actions have also a spiritual signifi=:suce. Thu.s
method of teaching corresponds closely to that of the ancient
Egyptians, who held that for religious insliuction words should
always be accompanied by actions, .80 tha* round srd sight might
mitually assist each other in making a las:ing iiorzssion on the
minds of the listeners.

But the late Sir Wallis Budge, 12z world ”enowned Egyptolo-
gist, has left. a striking comment on the gctions of the Egyptians,
for he said that "eventually meanirgs of *hes actions were
forgotten in. many cases but rer~titio.. ¢f che actions never
ceased.," Budge's comment cei be tal on ¢s a warning to Freemasons,
for there appears to be an ncreasing tendency to meke Masonic
actions automatically wi “£00 1V giving a thought to what they
indicate; and if this co.wvinues there will be a danger of qblivion
of the meaning of Mas-ric actiuvns.

This danger W»dld be avciued if Brethren would consider in
retrospect every thang thev have seen and heard since they first
became Masons, ani che morne they concentrated on the meaning of
symbols and acsiuns the greater would become their appreciation
of Freemasonay ard the Jreater their amazement as they realised
the profundity of its teaching and its application to the dual
nature of man,

ch retrospection might well commence with the entry into
the Antz:-room of the Lodge of the candidate for Initiation.

rhe first object to attract his attention would probably be
the Iyler's sword which he would regard as an offensive weapon.
But the sword in Masonry is not a weapon of offence but solely
of defence, In former times Brethren wore swords and when a
candidate during the ceremony of Initiation was restored to
light he found himself facing the naked swords of the Brethren,
but the Master immediately told him that the circle of swords
was not meant to intimidate him, but to assure him that in case
of need every Brother's sword would leap from its scabbard in
his defence.
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A Brother would also probably hear that the sword
symbollcally teaches us to set a watch at the entrance of our
thoughts, place a guard at the door of our lips and post a
sentinel at the avenue of our actions. If he truly assimilates
that symbolism then, whenever he sees the Tyler's sword belfoie
entering the Lodge room, it should be to him a silent Mcnitor,
warning him to leave behind all profane and worldly thooghts on
entering the sacred temple. Perhaps also his thoughts will turn
-to the flaming sword of Eden, to prevent the entrance of sinful
man or anything evil,

When the Candidate presents himself for loiciation e may
not know that this is only the first of three degrees »f the
Craft, and that the ceremony in each degree i3 inlena=d to mark
& progressive stage in a spiritual journe,. Thcsc ithree stages
denote "Purification", "Illumination", -ani "Unification".

The Initiation Ceremony indicates "Puri*ication", liberation
from the delusion of the senses, aid {rom spiritual darkness
typified by the hoodwink

The very first part of ries prepalestion for the ceremony is
typical of Purification, fei hz is divested of earthly riches -
to seek for heavenly treassu<e - but *his is given a material
meaning in the ceremony

There is however a veiled referénce to earthly riches just
‘beffore a candidate for the *hird degree undergoes a figurative
death, when the o.W, at the ead of his examination says: "Pass
PN e, -"Pass, worldliy possessions."

The 313311*cat1nn 'of the next part of hlS preparation was
well express=a in the old Lectures:-

"My 1.0 . was bared as a token of sincerity.
MMy I...k.... was bared as a token of humility.
" Ilwes s8..8... as a token of Reverence and Fidelity,

"end’ I was led through the darkness down the N.

" towards the Light in the E,, and the light shineth

o "“in darkness and the darkness comprehendeth it not."

' In those days the Bible, now called the V,S.L., was always
-opened at. the beginning of the Gospel according to St.John,

which commences with an ancient quotation adopted by St. John

as a prologue, and that prologue ends with the words: "And the

Light shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehended it not."

b, ,,'.»,,; o wof 74 /-".;"."f Pt af MK 2 7~/ of A W.N.
Ll denliorss v f“ Sl vesove “..f.

Lk 49 Ao K Auond an Ahe 77

/’ -" St .



2 LL':J

. Later, after restoration to material light, the Candidate
was requested to examine the open Bible, to assure himself that
it was the book of his faith on which he had taken his ob..... s

- and the f%rst words he would read would be "In the beginning was
the WORD,

Although the V.S.L. is now opened at the 7th Chapter of .I
Kings, instead of -at St.John's Gospel, yet every Brother ghcuid
reclise that the Mason Word, which he e¢Xpected to receive uiter
being made a Mason, is to be found at the end of the fivst
sentence of the prologue - "In the beginning was the Word." This
is the true word of a Speculative Mason. It has ccme Cown from
the distant ages and has always retained its original meaniip -
The Law of God.

Finding the Word is to find the key to +h= Masoni:» teaching,
and the possession of this precious treasure cthould stimulate
Brethren to further exertion, and to arrive at a Xetter under-
standing of Freemasonry, and the depth ol .ts tetching.

But a Brother who has found thiis‘kay is oY expected to be
always of a serious demeanour. Freenasonry recognises that man
cannot live continuously on the eriritual plane, and so it has
_provided 3001a}ﬁb111ty and innceunt enaﬂyn°nt at the after
proceedings. Reverence and eryoy,ment nusv go together so that
all may go well and thus corplece the grand design of being
happy and communicating hspoviness. '

- An Initiate may porceive tiiis combination of Reverence and
Happiness on his firsu ovening at the table, but, unless he is
given an explanatica of the Cveft Fire, he will not realise its
‘meaning, not the conmexion beiween the last part of the Fire and
the Initiation cervemony in the Lodge.

"For when. the ) Tylex ‘adbcompleted the preparation of the
candidate he tren geve hree distinct ks.. on the d&oor of the
Lodge. Thos=s X...s.have a spiritual significance which is
eEplained i: the Wlo Lecture :-

"2sk,and it shall be given you.
"Sevk, and ye shall find.
"Knock, and it shall be opened unto you."

After he has entered the Lodge room, the candidate himself
makes those three k....s, first on the shoulder of the J.W., and
again on the shoulder on the S.W. - three times three in all -
and he will subsequently hear a repetition of this jbiple triad
of k,..8 in the 1, 2, 3; 1, 2, 35 1, 2, 3, at the end of the
Craft Fire.
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Some 200' earsg . ago the three-k,,.8 given by the Tyler were
regarded as referring also to the Trinity, and at that’ time the

triune essence of the Diety was visibly symbolised by three Gt.
Lts., in the centre of the floor of the Lodge, and arranged-in
the form of an equilateral triangle. Such a triangle has.hesn
preserved in only a few of the English Lodges; for about~1:0 .
years ago the V.S the Sq., and the C,...s8 were subsrltated
and described in the ritual as the three great though edblematical
Ls. in Masonry. : ; .

That is only one of the many changes that Lave ‘nee'1 made i
Formerly the 2nd d.... was truly a d4d...., ‘of 'IT. Tlmina*ion""a
discernment of the realities, clinbing -out of c¢qrthly snudows
into spiritual light, and in that Illumination the tri. ngle -of
Ls. played an important part. It ‘is not. s today; for now when.
an E.A, is made a F.C. he advances by five st,..s as though-
ascending a winding staircase, whereas lformerlv he actually -
climbed five semi-circular st...s, eo that from thé sammit he -
could observe clearly the triangle ¢i Ls. on tue floor of the
Lodge., We still have a reminder of that old »rocedure, for in the
closing of a F.C's Lodgeé the wor*;ng of “the former ritual has
been retained:

"In this positior wnst have you discovered?
"The sacred symhoi,
"Where is it s tuated”
. "In the centr=2 ur the iodge.
"To whom Acee it aJ*Ide?_f
"To: God.

The equllatera; tria\q-e was then, and has contlnued to’ be,
the most sacrew of all Meeonic symbols, for being the symbol of
perfection ¢f things- soiritual -it can refer only to God. .
Spiritual zerfection 1. not glven to man, perfect holiness
belongetr ~piy to th= Lord.

.. Alivhough Speculative Masonry differs from Operatlve Masonry
-'both cavry the iesignation "Free" and many reasons have “been
advancec as to - why this word "Free" was used by the Operatives,
Whavaver ‘the reason for the adoption of this word by the
Cperatives may have been originally, it" has now acquired a new
and wider significance amongst Free and Accepted Masons, for
every Brother is now free to retain his own particular religion.

This was not always the case,. and until two Centuries ago
a candidate for Freemasonry was required to be of the Christian
religlon and to declare a specific belief in the Trinity; but,
“.following the union of the two Grand Lodges in'1813, Masonry
definitely ceased to be a Christian.Order. A candidate is not
now asked any' questions about his own particular religion and
the only question of ‘@ religious nature put to him is asked at
the commencement of his Inltiatlon-f "In whom do you put your

f
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trugt?),,the reply to which is the all-embracing answer "In God;"
and“as ajMason he is "free" to. interpret Masonic symbols,
allegory and actions according to his own conception of their
spiritual meaning.

He will soon realise that the Sq... is the most prominenu‘
symbol of the Craft, and later he may hear it described as th=
acknowledged symbol of strength and criterion of perfection: but
the perfection is material, for spiritual perfection is
represented by the equilateral triangle, Only one triangie L8
geen in the Craft Lodge, and it is on the Chaplain's Jswe) - for
the duties of the Chaplain are wholly spiritual. Bu’. tlicugh no
triangle appears on the Jewels of other Officers, - s..cept *hot
of the M.W.G.M., - a representation of which is at *he end or the
Book- of Constitutions, - yet many triangles are made during the
ceremonies.': : bt

Thus, when a candidate kneels to reczive the benefit of
Masonic prayer, a triangle is made over his head, th> wands of
the Deacons belng interlocked to form thc nides, while the
shoulders of the candidate form the basc. He is onder Divine
protection. :

A similar triangle is made dvu:ring the-oh., for each ob is
taken in the "presence" of God, »hcther.designated as the G,A.
the G.G., or the M,H. But, alter -takiig the ob, of a M.M., and
after he has been raised from » figu*e ;ive death, ‘the candldate
himself makes the triangle without the aid of the Deacons' wands.
This occurs in the Sn. ¢ J. and @xaltation, "All Glory to the
M.H."; and while makiny & triangle with his arms the Candidate
should also meke & smaller triangie within i), using his th...
and first f....s for that puruese, and, at the same time, he ie
wearing his M.M's ap»on on wh;ch is another triangle. -

The apron oy a Speculaiive Mason is, in itselﬂ, an indication
of the dual nutuez of the speculative teaching, for it has a square
base and a-triangulcr fiap. The apron of an Operative Mason was
very diffcront, for 1t was a long garment with a square flap.

When an uperativa prentice was made a fellow or master of the
Craft - thg sqnqre flap was turned down, for it was no longer.
needed 1.0 protect his chest. This is probably the reason why
sone -Brethren have the idee that the flap of a Speculative Mason's
aprui should not be turned down until he becomes a F.C.-. But the
changes in the Speculative apron have a spiritual meaning, not

a material reason, and the flap is' turned dowm when he is first
invested with the badge of a Mgson, to indicate the descent of
the spiritual into the material. Then, when he is made a F.C.

to mark ‘the progress he has made, two rosettes are added to

the apron, but he will not realise, at that time, that they are
intended to form the base of a triangle which will be completed
by -the addition of a third rosette when he 18 ralsed to the
degree of a M,M, (LR pI N



The third degree is well called the "sublime"' d. of a M.M.
for this is the third stage of his spiritual journey in the Craft.
It is the most spiritual of the Craft degrees for it is .

. "Unification", réturning to God. It is in this degreée that

reference is first made to the centre, a point from which'a Msson
cannot err, for' the centre refers to God, and recovering on the
centre is an allusion to that divine spark, emanating fr-m the
Diety, which resides in every Mason. . .

A Mason should have an additional incentive to make a daily
advancement in Masonic knowledge on the realisationr tnat Masonic
symbols, with the exception of the eguilateral tiriaigle, ..ave
geherally at least two meanings, one being matsr.al anc *he other
spiritual. Sometimes the synbols have several neaning’, for
instance the cable tow of the Initiate. In @rnglisb Tr=emasonry
only the material meaning of the ec.t.is gives - %o 1ender any
attempt at retreat fatel - but in another jurisdiction it is
given a spiritual - the bondage of sin --and at‘er light has been
restored the Master removes the c.t., frum the reck of the candidate,
casts it on the floor of the Lodge -and says-'"Zou are now freed
from bondage".

If we turn to the V.S,L. we.find 4novner meaning of the c.t.
- humility and submission - fur the dereated Assyrian King sent
his servants in this manner +ic the vic.orious Israelitish King to
express humble subjection,

In India it derotec re-bisth, and even today the Hindu child,
wearing the c.t. as vadilical cord, is passed between the legs of
the sacred cow ae . a s;mbol ot mystic re-birth.

Then in ancient Egyp’.. in the days of their monotheistic
religion, a =liil or rcpe round the neck of a candidate for the
priesthood indicated ¢ccinection with and guidance from God, and
it is interesiing to note that the ancient Druids, when going to
worship, ‘corried . a /chain in the hand to denote connection with
Heaven.

Bat ‘retrospection on Masonic symbols and actions can be
nevaorsending, .out the more the consideration given to them the
gr=2ter will be the conviction that Freemasonry, first and fore-
most, is a spiritual Order and that its main objective is to
aevelop the spiritual side of man.

And after such retrospectiom a Brother will be able to
appreciate the full import of the beautifyl prayer given at his
Initiation, when the aid of the Diety was invoked on his behalf:

"Endue him with the competency of Thy Divine Wisdom, so
that, assisted by the secrets of our Masonic Art, he may
the better be enabled to unfold the beauties of true
Godliness,"
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There is something in man which is greater than man, and to
which Freemasonry calls, Freemasonry is frequently spoken of as
the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man, and this no
doubt -has arisen from two Well-known Commandments -

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearf
and with all thy soul and with all thy mind.."

¢ ak That is the first and the greater of the two; and hs
"second is its natural corollary:-

“Thou ehalt 1ove thy nelghbour as thyself

i Hence the Brotherhood of . Masonry, and in cthose two.
“commandménts lies the answer to the question "what is
Freemasonry7"

Shepherd-Jones.



